
MICHELLE HUITSON
Set & Costume Designer

BIOGRAPHY                                                                                                      
Michelle has recently joined Northumberland Theatre Company as Design Management Associate but continues to work as a freelance designer alongside this. In her role at NTC she is the in-house production designer and co-ordinates marketing and publicity as well as on-going fundraising for the company and it’s training projects. Michelle also has experience in visual merchandising, venue design and retail management and has recently worked as a team leader coordinating Christmas decoration schemes for retail centre’s throughout the country.
Michelle is extremely passionate about her work and thrives on the opportunity to create original environments on stage, often having to design and construct in very small design teams. She enjoys working in both 'practical' management and artistic areas using her transferable skills and enabling her to be involved in every part of the process. Michelle is a dedicated person with an eye for detail, hands for creating and a head for numbers, but above all else, a need for a sense of achievement within her work.
EMPLOYMENT IN DESIGN                                                                                                   

Design Management Associate
Northumberland Theatre Company (NTC)

Feb 2009 – present


Production designs include ‘Whisky Galore!’ 

‘The Last Snow Rider’ & ‘A Village Life’
Production Designer


‘Get Up & Tie Your Fingers’

Jan/Feb 2009



Northumberland Theatre Company (NTC)
Skills involved as Designer - Research and development; set design and presentation with a detailed scale model; coloured costume designs and sourcing of all materials, props and costumes; knowledge of and ability to work with a variety of materials and methods of construction; project management skills including time management; working within budgets; organising staff; ordering materials; communicating with suppliers, technical teams and company management.
Production Designer


‘Straw Headed Peter’

Oct/Nov 2008



Northumberland Theatre Company (NTC)



Production Designer


‘Country Voices’ & ‘These Things Do Happen’ in repertoire.

July/Aug 2008



Northumberland Theatre Company (NTC)
Tableau Cell Leader


Centre Design – Christmas Display in Retail.

April 2008 – Feb 2009

Prudhoe, Northumberland
Festival Visual Coordinator

‘Further Upstix – Pride of Place Theatre Festival’

March/April 2008


NTC Touring Theatre Company
Production Designer


‘The Legend of Lola Montez’

Feb 2008



NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour
Production Designer


‘Joe’s Room’

Jan/Feb 2008



The Ashton Group – Youth Theatre project

Production Designer


‘Pinocchio’

Nov/Dec 2007



NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour
Production Designer


‘Surfacing’

Oct 2007



The Ashton Group – Apprenticed Actors Initiative
Production Designer


‘Unruly Women’

Sept 2007



Quondam

Production Designer


‘Oceans 5 and a half’

July/Aug 2007



NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour
Production Designer


‘Sidetracked’

May 2007



The Ashton Group – Women’s writers group

1:50 Scale Model Maker

‘Carnival Messiah’ at Harewood House

April 2007



Tech Spec
Skills involved – Production of 1: 50 scale model of stage area, lighting rig system and scenic elements, within a scale marquee, using AutoCAD technical plans and photos of the stage production. 
Production Designer


‘Bailey Bridge’ 

Jan – March 2007


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour
Production Designer


‘The Firebird’ 
Oct – Dec 2006 


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour

Wardrobe Supervisor


‘Whirlwind’
Oct 2006



Streetwise Opera @ The Sage, Gateshead

Skills Involved - Sourcing and buying costumes for approximately 40 cast members, which included homeless members of the community; working within a strict budget; organising costume makers, hires, returns, storage and security during production.

Production Designer


‘Voices’
Sept – Oct 2006  


Quondam Theatre Company, Small Scale Tour

Production Designer


‘The Comedy of Errors’
June – August 2006


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour

Production Designer


‘As Soft as a Brush’
May – July 2006


CTC Children’s Theatre

Production Designer


‘Asboy’ 
March – April 2006 
 

The Ashton Group, Community Theatre

Production Designer


‘Alex, The Warrior and the Winter Star’
Oct – Dec 2005


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour

Production Designer


‘Black Diamonds’
Sept – Oct 2005


Quondam Theatre Company, Small Scale Tour

Production Designer


‘Telling Tales’
June – August 2005


NE66 Productions, Edinburgh Fringe Festival

Wardrobe Supervisor


‘Touched’, ‘Confessions’ and ‘The Three Musketeers’ 
May – June 2005


City College, Manchester

Production Designer


‘Great Expectations’
March – April 2005


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour

Set Design Assistant


‘The Snow Queen’
Nov – Dec 2004


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour

Wardrobe Assistant


‘Kaput!’

Sept – Oct 2004


Northern Stage, Live Theatre
Set Designer



‘Will the Real Slim Lady Please Stand Up?’ 

May – Sept 2004


Thrown Together Theatre Company, Edinburgh Fringe Festival

Co- Production Designer 

‘Bedazzled’

March – May 2004


NTC Touring Theatre Company, National Tour
Design Assistant


‘True North’ 
Sept 2003 – Feb 2004


 The Ashton Group, Festival of Community Theatre





‘Sleeping Beauty’






Theatre by the Lake, Christmas Production
 




‘The Hit’ 
 




Quondam Theatre Company, Small Scale Touring                                                                          
Technical Crew and 


12 productions including ‘One Man Rant’ operating 

Venue Management 
July – August 2002 


CVenues, Edinburgh Fringe Festival

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS                                                                                          

BA (Hons) Design Crafts for the Entertainment Industries.                      
          1998 - 2001          Cleveland College of Art and Design (University of Teesside). 

A-Levels                                                                                            

         1995 - 1997 

Art, Psychology and English Language


Stockton Sixth Form College. Stockton on Tees.
9 GCSEs grade A- C      







         1990 - 1995 
Ian Ramsey Church of England School. Stockton on Tees.
ADDITIONAL SKILLS AND INTERESTS                                                                                                                                                                           

Full driving licence with own transport. PC & Mac literate, experience with email, the Internet, social networking and Microsoft applications. Basic lighting and sound operating skills and knowledge of get ins/outs and van packs. Risk assessment and health and safety knowledge applicable to various environments and confidence working at heights.

Interests include Theatre, cinema and public houses, markets and art exhibitions. Michelle also has a creative interest in wedding planning, from venue decoration to tiara-making and invitation design. She maintains her health and fitness through salsacise, stair climbing, and generally moving about. She also has a great sense of humour!

MICHELLE HUITSON 
missmhuitson@hotmail.com

www.michellehuitson.com[image: image1.png]




